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the bridges which came through the 
Civil War. Armies marched bacK 


Valley 


and forth over the bridge and it fig¬ 


ured in battles and retreats, but as it 
happened the critical occasions did 


upper v 
Elk, at 
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not occur in time of flocd except once, 
and that was during Averell’s raid, 


and that was during Averell’s raid, 
and then they kindled a fire that my 
grandma Price was able to scatter. 

before it was torn down, I went 
across it one morning and saw an old 
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Before It was turn down, I went I Mount* 
across it diib morning and taw an old Then d< 
Confect examining tlie walls. It was camp t 

my very good friend James Schisler, had vs 
of Greenbrier County, lie said he Then do 
was looking for the loop hole that he Elk to t 
had used during the war. across a 

As near as 1 can ligure it out there Fork of 
was but one time that they had a bat and thei 
tie here at Marlinton, during the I Old Fiel 
Civil War, though it was for months! an cld Ir 
at a time a fortified camp. And illrememi 
never understood the nature of the I he came 
controversy at that time, and I ami chapel, f 
pretty sure that none of the local I about th< 
people here on either side ever under-! 1888 to M 
stood it. All they knew was that!name did 

there were soldiers stationed at the!sides, 
bridge and suddenly the bottom was! The roi 
full of blue coats and and there was Fork of E 
much firing and cavalry charging and J i er. 

an awful racket, and the Confeder- 11 ; p ace 
ates retreated west and south, unc M ,5* e 

the yankees went away > 
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t0 Dr B . y MofTett withdrew that day. In 
tJunY about it afterwards he said: 
••Well. I thought I had * fl ® et 
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were so mi 
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impossible 


president of th« Statuitrd OH Com* 
pany of Indian*, the one that the 
umpire lined twenty-nine million 
dollars. That president said that 
lie fine did not hurt so much as the 
attorney s fees that the company had 
to pay. 

Dr. Moffett withdrew that day. In 
telling about it afterwards he safd: 
• Well. I thought I had a fairly fleet 
horse, but with a'l those buiets fly 
leg around me. it seemed like Gizzard 
could uot ruu at ail.-’ 

Col. Gratton Miller was here that 
day. He to'.d us children about it 
forty odd years ago. He said that 


forty odd years ago. He said that 
he ran through the bridge and get so 
much dust in his lungs that he could 
not run and he dared not stop. “Why 
could you not stop? ' “Because I 
had to run or get shot in the back. " 
So it is to be presumed that he was 
moving rapidly. 

But after so long a time I thine I 
have been able to r.gure out what 
the fuss was about, and If you will 
bear with me as long as the tale un¬ 
folds. 1 will try to pass it on to you. 
That is tire reason that 1 would 
rather write than speak. In writing 
1 am not interrupted and 1 do not 
•»»«.»* from the sight of weariness. 
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End Lin wood. Us ex *et whereabouts 
during that time can be traced by 
the euets that he wrote during his 
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the letters that he wrote during tils 
stay in this county. 

There had been considerable fight¬ 
ing in Tygarts Valley as the confed¬ 
erates fell back before McClellan and 
Rosecrans. The federals dug in at 

and Lee fortified the 


Elkwater, 
passes through Valley Mountain and 
Middle Mountain. The federals had 
fortified White Top of Cheat Moun¬ 
tain on the Staunton & Parkersburg 
Turnpike. Lee tried to get Loring’s 
army across the Cheat country and 
they got lost in the wilderness. If 
he had got that army in behind the 
federals who were at Elkwater, it is 
to be presumed that be would have 
attacked in the front. 

It is pretty plain reading between 
the lines that Lee was worried about 
not having word from Loring about 
whether he had got across or not, 
and sent Major John A. Washington 
with a handful of men to reconnoiter 
and see if he saw a confederate army 

marching up the river by some hook 
or crook. And Washington kept 
looking and looking in vain for such 
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L .’d.ry. He had loaded up his sup- the 
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moved south ioto the country of the mat 
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m. The road follows tiie Tygarts 
Valley River to Its head at Mingo, 
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Then down the Big Spring Branch of 
Elk to the Hugh Sharp place, then 
aeioss a divide to the waters of Slaty 
Fork of Elk by L. I). Sharp’s store, 
and then across another divide to the 
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Old Field Fork of Elk, so called from 
an old lndlanlield near Mary’s Chapel 
1 remember Dr. Lacy’s dilemma when 
he came to change the name of this 
chapel, from Saint Mary’s Chapel, 
about the time it was dedicated in 


1888 to Mary’s Chapel. The original 
name did not appeal to the old iron¬ 
sides. siSkiXj 


The route lay up the Old Field 
Fork of Elk for seven or eight miles 
and when Webster's army reached 
the place that Crooked Fork of Elk 
turns to encircle the upper reaches 
of Gauley River, they found the tim 
ber barricade cut into the narrow 
delile the fall before when Lee’s army 
withdrew from the waters of Elk to 
the waters of Greenbrier. This bar¬ 
ricade was a formidable one for the 
trees were all cut for more than a 
mile. I remember it very distinctly. 
Wtbster reached this blockade on the 
evening of January 2nd. and there 
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were so many trees across the pike 
that he concluded that it would be 
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"'Oder readied this blockade ou the 
t'veiling of January 2nd, and there 
were so many trees across the pike 
that lie concluded that it would be 
impossible for him to cut them out 
so that ills wagons could continue to 
go forward without losing too much 
time. So lie parked ills wagons there 
and left a squadron of fifty men to 
guard them. 

He found a path to the left, on J. 
C. Gay’s side of the blockade and lie 
climbed to the top of the mountain 
in that way, early on tiie morning of 
January 3rd. 

When Wetster got to the top of 
Klk Mountain on the Gay place lie 
could look down on the valley of the 
Greenbrier like whatyoumayoallhim 
looked down on Italy from the Alps. 
He could see the tents of the winter 
camp of the company who had start¬ 
ed to winter on the Ingen Patch, 
that part of the city limits now oc¬ 
cupied by the Union Tanning Com¬ 
pany. Another company (Louisiana) 
was camped down the river on the 

west nMf »tl.w ..,1 i'i t.-e place 
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And it hardly halted the advance 

of the federals. They crossed the 
bridge and advanced on Hunters¬ 
ville, six miles distant, driving before 
them some mounted confederates. 
Huntersville was the county seat of 
Pocahontas county, and was located 


i te | about four 


from Camp North 


i er west. It had seen some big armies 
j e . during the year 1861, and when Lee 
n( j left everything in charge of Loring, 
ns j the confederates made Huntersville 
k e their headquarters for all their ac- 

toj tivities in this part of the county. 
ie | Webster had left Captain Johnson 
with fifty men to guard thfe wagons 
at the barricade. So now he left 
CaDtain Williams and fifty men to 


with fifty men to 
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guard Greenbrier Bridge. 
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0- of Knapps Creek at the place where In 
id J. H. Buzzard lives he found thelfe 
le I confederate calvary on the south side I st 
i-jof the creek in a level bottom tield I 
I with Knapps Creek on one side ofle: 
p I tiiem and their line extending up and 1 1 
-1 over a hilly spur that jutted out into t 
11 the iield, the line crossing the turn- le 
1 1 pike. Webster sent a detachment up I \ 
the mountain to turn the confeder- r. 
ate’a right while the rest of hit oom-1 1 
I mand marched upon their front and 1 
the tiring became general on both i 
j sides. But the confederates per-1| 
ceiving that the federate on the north l 
side of the creek were encircling 1 
[them, the confederates fell back and 
formed a new line of battle across the 
pike and along Cummings Creek near 
the town. The pickets coming in 
from Marlins Bottom had reported i 
the federal force to be about live 
thousand men. 
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